Item 7B
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S AGENDA REPORT
AUGUST 22, 2018

TO:

LAFCO Commissioners

FROM:

Sara Lytle-Pinhey, Executive Officer

SUBJECT:

FEE WAIVER REQUEST FOR PROPOSED DETACHMENT FROM THE
NEWMAN DRAINAGE DISTRICT

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Commission authorize a fee waiver or reduction for an upcoming
application for detachment from the Newman Drainage District.
DISCUSSION
Staff has received a request from a property owner seeking a fee waiver for a detachment
application from the Newman Drainage District (see attached letter from Georgia M. Cerutti dated
June 29, 2018). Pursuant to Government Code Section 56383, the Commission may reduce or
waive a filing fee if it finds that payment would be detrimental to the public interest. Commission
Policy 12 further describes circumstances that may support granting of a fee waiver or reduction,
including the following: Correction of a technical boundary alignment problem (split parcel,
boundary overlap, etc).
The filing fee for a district detachment is a $3,000 deposit. The majority of this is typically
expended on Staff time, with a smaller portion covering copy costs, mailing of notices, etc. It
should be noted that the Commission cannot waive fees for outside agencies. In this case, if
approved, the applicant would be responsible for a filing fee with the State Board of Equalization.
(Their fee is currently $300, but is subject to change.)
Ms. Cerutti’s reason for requesting the fee waiver is based on an ongoing issue with an erroneous
assessment applied to her 0.22-acre property located at 26118 McClintock Road. The property
owner has contacted the District and made numerous attempts to correct the assessment. The
District has been unable to locate documents substantiating the assessment. At this time, the
property owner feels they have no other manner to stop this assessment other than to detach
(remove) the property from the District and no longer be subject to the misplaced assessment.
COMMISSION OPTIONS
The Commission could consider this a unique request, meeting one of the scenarios described in
its policy for fee waiver or reduction. The Commission has the following options:
1. Approve a full fee waiver request.
2. Approve a fee reduction and ask that the applicant provide a non-refundable $125 deposit
to cover the cost of copies and postage.
3. Deny the fee waiver request.
Staff has estimated costs for postage and copies for processing the detachment proposal to be
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approximately $125. Staff would recommend that should the applicant wish to proceed with the
detachment, that a non-refundable $125 be collected, with the intent of covering the cost of copies
and postage. Should the Commission authorize the fee reduction, Staff will inform the applicant.
Attachment:


Letter from Georgia M. Cerutti dated June 29, 2018

